Gastroenterologists and accountable care organizations.
Within the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 is a provision setting up a program for the implementation of accountable care organizations (ACOs). This article explains the proposed ACO model and discusses major implications regarding this model of health care reform including the following: What will it take to implement the program successfully? What are the opportunities for savings under the model? What are the potential downfalls of the program as proposed? What impact would the implementation of an ACO have on the practice of gastroenterology?